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Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the extent of accounting education
compatibility with labor market requirements from the viewpoint of
accountants and employers within institutions and local NGOs in the Gaza
Strip. The descriptive analytical approach was used in conducting this study.
To achieve the study objectives and test its hypotheses, a questionnaire was
designed and distributed to (263) respondents from accountants working in
institutions and local NGOs in the Gaza Strip, only (220) questionnaires were
retrieved. The questionnaire was the primary tool that was used first, followed
by conducting (15) interviews with officials and directors within these
institutions and organizations, and then conducting a focus group with the
same officials and directors.

The field study concluded with several results, the key ones of which are that
the accounting education, that includes the know-how, expertise, skills,
training courses, and upgraded methods of teaching, has the ability to meet
labor market requirements. The results also revealed that "field training"
course has helped graduate students in enhancing their experience.
Additionally, accounting curricula need an increase in courses that bridge the
gap between accounting and computer science because the market hugely
depends on the combination of both in its functions. Also, methods of teaching
require upgrading to commensurate with the scientific and professional
requirements of the labor market. Furthermore, the university has helped its
graduates in developing their skills and managerial abilities that include
planning, directing, decision-taking, and controlling.

The study arrived at a set of recommendations, the most important of which
are to concentrate on increasing students' knowledge of English language and
taxing, as well as work fundamentals in NGOs and other institutions.
Furthermore, it is necessary to pay more attention to the field training in
respect to a proper following-up and more training hours in various sectors.
Students' abilities in using IT tools and programs should be improved and their
skills should be enhanced. Additionally, accounting curricula should be
developed and the most updated modern technologies should be integrated and
used in teaching students, as they are apt to deal with sophisticated accounting
systems once they join the work market.

Key words: Accounting Education - Labor Market - NGOs - Gaza Strip.
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